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THE DEFENSE THREAT REDUCTION AGENCY AND UNITED STATES STRATEGIC COMMAND 
CENTER FOR COMBATING WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION  HOSTS THE COUNTERING 

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION GLOBAL SYNCHRONIZATION CONFERENCE  
 
FORT BELVOIR, VA – The Defense Threat Reduction Agency/U.S. Strategic Command Center for 
Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction (DTRA/SCC-WMD) hosted the 14th Countering Weapons 
of Mass Destruction (CWMD) Global Synchronization Conference from 1-3 March at the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency Campus East, Ft. Belvoir, VA. 
 
The Global Synchronization Conference, which began in 2008, hosts hundreds of Countering WMD 
experts from across the U.S. Combatant Commands, OSD, the Joint Staff, the Military Services, U.S. 
Government agencies and key international partners twice each year to assist the Commander, U.S. 
Strategic Command in his role as the Global Synchronizer for CWMD. The intent of these 
conferences is to advance progress on global CWMD campaign tasks, issues, and thinking. This 
conference has proven to be a critical mechanism for synchronizing DoD CWMD efforts throughout 
the U. S. Government and key partner nations.   
 
“No region of the world is immune from potential chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear risks,” 
said DTRA/SCC-WMD Director, Mr. Ken Myers. “Given the characteristics of the threat, there are 
bound to be seams and ungoverned spaces.  How do we make sure that nothing slips between the 
seams?  It takes consistent, steady, communications and processes that leverage capabilities. It also 
requires a forum to facilitate coordination and to get the right experts in the room in the right working 
groups to work through problems to an agreeable solution - and this is why we are all here today.” 
 
The conference’s theme is "Expanding Partnerships to Counter WMD Globally," and consistent with 
that theme, Rear Admiral Mark Beverstock, Assistant Chief of Defense Staff for Nuclear, Chemical, 
and Biological Policy from the United Kingdom Ministry of Defense, Admiral Cecil Haney, 
Commander USSTRATCOM, Mr. Marcel Lettre, Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence, and 
General Paul Selva, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Vice, served as keynote speakers. 
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DTRA is the U.S. Department of Defense’s official Combat Support Agency for countering weapons of mass 
destruction, addressing the entire spectrum of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and high yield 
explosive threats. DTRA’s programs include basic science research and development, operational support to 
U.S. warfighters on the front line, and an in-house WMD think tank that aims to anticipate and mitigate future 
threats long before they have a chance to harm the United States and our allies. SCC-WMD, the U.S. Strategic 
Command Center for Combating Weapons of Mass Destruction, synchronizes Combating Weapons of Mass 
Destruction efforts across our military’s geographic commands and leverages the people, programs and 
interagency relationships of DTRA at a strategic level. We work with the military services, other elements of the 
United States government, and countries across the planet on counterproliferation, nonproliferation and WMD 
reduction issues with one goal in mind: Making the World Safer. 
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