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The TRAC was established by the Secretary of Defense under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 to provide independent advice and recommendations on matters relating to combating weapons of mass destruction (WMD).  The TRAC specifically provides advice and recommendations through the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics (USD(AT&L)) and the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Defense Programs (ASD(NCB)) on the following categories:
· Reducing the threat to the United States, its military forces, and its allies and partners posed by nuclear, biological, chemical, conventional, and special weapons. 
· Combating weapons of mass destruction to include non-proliferation, counterproliferation, and consequence management. 
· Nuclear deterrence transformation, nuclear material lockdown and accountability.
· Nuclear weapons effects. 
· The nexus of counterproliferation and counter WMD terrorism.
The TRAC is composed of eminent authorities in the fields of national defense, geopolitical and national security affairs, WMD, nuclear physics, chemistry, and biology.  The Committee members are appointed by the Secretary of Defense, and their appointments are renewed on an annual basis.  
REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE THREAT REDUCTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The following Report on the Activities of the Threat Reduction Advisory Committee (TRAC) for Calendar Year 2012 (CY12) provides a list of focus areas discussed and examined by the TRAC in CY12 for the purpose of making thoughtful recommendations for the Department of Defense (DoD).  This report will fulfill the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) Leadership request for the TRAC to conduct independent and unhindered examinations of critical combating weapons of mass destruction (CWMD) issues confronting DoD.  
	During CY12, TRAC members distilled their discussions into four focus areas based on critical issues identified by OSD leadership:  Central Reference Laboratories, Cooperative Threat Reduction, Middle East WMD Concerns, and countering WMD.  The CWMD topic identified six portfolio priorities:  three capabilities (a national test bed, strategic indications and warning system, and WMD elimination and disposition) and three policy/process areas (medical countermeasures, nuclear materials and weapons security, and military education and training).  The following table will highlight each focus area with a paired question that TRAC members answered through discussion: 

Table 1. CY12 Focus Areas
	Central Reference Laboratories (CRLs): To what extent are Cooperative Biological Engagement Program (CBEP) facilities designed to do the following: store dangerous pathogens (whose retention is required for public health purposes); serve as cornerstones for public and animal health detection, surveillance, reporting, and response; and allow effective performance of laboratory diagnostics for health surveillance systems?

	Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR):  To what extent is the U.S. reducing threat by working with international partners to diminish the use or proliferation of WMDs by disposing or securing CBRN materials, enhancing understanding and management of dual use knowledge, and exchanging of best practices?

	Middle East WMD Concerns: To what extent does the US have the appropriate capabilities and plans to address WMD issues in the Middle East region?

	Countering WMD.

Capabilities:  National Test Bed; Strategic I&W System; WMD Elimination and Disposition
· National Test Bed:  To what extent is the US capable of bringing together planning, operating, iterating, and adapting systems capabilities for CWMD using real operators against adaptive “red team” adversaries?   
· Strategic I&W System:  To what extent is the US capable of monitoring the global status of WMD-related materials, equipment, and people, as well as their interconnections?  
· WMD Elimination and Disposition: To what extent do US plans, policies, concepts of operations, training, exercises, personnel, and equipment play a role in the necessary effort to eliminate and dispose of WMDs in all environments?  
Policies and Processes:  Medical Countermeasures; Military Education and Training; Nuclear Materials and Weapons Security
· Medical Countermeasures:  To what extent is the US capable of rapidly developing and deploying vaccines, prophylactics, and therapeutics that can be used to defend warfighters and critical support personnel from biological and chemical threats? 
· Military Education and Training:  To what extent has the US prepared planners and warfighters to plan and execute operations in WMD environments through Professional Military Education, routine training, experimentation, and exercises? 
· Nuclear Materials and Weapons Security:  To what extent are US interagency efforts needed to “raise the bar” on nuclear security in both civilian and military sectors––nationally and internationally?




ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS IN FOCUS AREAS
	In order to formulate actionable recommendations for the focus areas, the TRAC members engaged in three Plenary Sessions (TRAC 27, 28, and 29) and two preparatory sessions during CY12.  In addition to these sessions, some of the TRAC members participated in a review group of Central Reference Laboratories (CRLs) in Georgia and Kazakhstan, conducted site visits to CENTCOM and SOCOM, and met with interagency leaders to receive direct insights from individuals involved in Cooperative Threat Reduction and CWMD planning. Although their recommendations cannot be published due to their classification level, the TRAC will continue to keep the general public aware of any new unclassified developments as they continue to examine several of the focus areas in greater detail.
CONCLUSION
	In CY13, the TRAC will continue working on several of these focus areas.  Additionally, the TRAC will develop new foci to help the Department of Defense (DoD) and the U.S. government implement the most effective policies and capabilities to combat WMD.  The TRAC will continue to provide actionable recommendations that align CWMD activities with DoD priorities.
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