Utah Code 63-5-2.   Definitions.
     As used in this chapter:
     (1) "Disaster" means a situation causing, or threatening to cause, widespread damage, social disruption, or injury or loss of life or property resulting from attack, internal disturbance, natural phenomena or technological hazard.
     (2) "Attack" means a nuclear, conventional, biological, or chemical warfare action against the United States of America or this state.
     (3) "Internal disturbance" means a riot, prison break, disruptive terrorism or strike.
     (4) "Natural phenomena" means any earthquake, tornado, storm, flood, landslide, avalanche, forest or range fire, drought, or epidemic.
     (5) "Technological hazard" means any hazardous materials accident, mine accident, train derailment, air crash, radiation incident, pollution, structural fire or explosion. 


Enacted by Chapter 254, 1981 General Session

63-5-4.   Disaster Emergency Advisory Council created -- Function -- Composition -- Expenses.
     (1) A Disaster Emergency Advisory Council is created to provide advice to the governor on matters relating to state government emergency disaster response and recovery actions and activities.
     (2) The council shall meet at the call of the governor.
     (3) The Disaster Emergency Advisory Council comprises the:
     (a) lieutenant governor;
     (b) attorney general;
     (c) president of the Senate;
     (d) speaker of the House of Representatives;
     (e) heads of the following state agencies:
     (i) Public Safety;
     (ii) Division of Emergency Services and Homeland Security;
     (iii) Building Board; and
     (iv) Governor's Office of Planning and Budget;
     (f) executive directors of the following departments:
     (i) Transportation;
     (ii) Human Services;
     (iii) Health;
     (iv) Environmental Quality;
     (v) Community and Economic Development; and
     (vi) Natural Resources;
     (g) representative of the National Guard appointed by the governor with the consent of the Senate;
     (h) commissioner of agriculture and food;
     (i) state planning coordinator; and
     (j) representatives from two statewide, nongovernmental service organizations appointed by the governor with the consent of the Senate.
     (4) The commissioner of Public Safety shall serve as the chair of the council.
     (5) (a) (i) State government officer and employee members who do not receive salary, per diem, or expenses from their agency for their service may receive per diem and expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties from the council at the rates established by the Division of Finance under Sections 63A-3-106 and 63A-3-107.
     (ii) State government officer and employee members may decline to receive per diem and expenses for their service.
     (b) Legislators on the committee shall receive compensation and expenses as provided by law and legislative rule. 


Amended by Chapter 16, 2003 General Session

63-5-5.   Hazardous Chemical Emergency Response Commission -- Allocation of responsibilities -- Local planning committees -- Specified federal law considered law of state -- Application to federal agencies and facilities.
     (1) (a) The commissioner of the Department of Public Safety and the executive director of the Department of Environmental Quality, or their respective designees, are designated as the state's Hazardous Chemical Emergency Response Commission for purposes of carrying out all requirements of the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right To Know Act of 1986.
     (b) (i) State government officer and employee members who do not receive salary, per diem, or expenses from their agency for their service may receive per diem and expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties from the commission at the rates established by the Division of Finance under Sections 63A-3-106 and 63A-3-107.
     (ii) State government officer and employee members may decline to receive per diem and expenses for their service.
     (2) The Department of Public Safety has primary responsibility for all emergency planning activities under the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right To Know Act of 1986, and shall prepare policy and procedure and make rules necessary for implementation of that act in accordance with Title 63, Chapter 46a, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.
     (3) The Department of Environmental Quality has primary responsibility for receiving, processing, and managing hazardous chemical information and notifications under the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right To Know Act of 1986, including preparation of policy and procedure, and promulgation of rules necessary for implementation of that act. Funding for this program must be from the appropriation acts.
     (4) The Department of Public Safety and the Department of Environmental Quality shall enter into an interagency agreement providing for exchange of information and coordination of their respective duties and responsibilities under this section.
     (5) (a) The Hazardous Chemical Emergency Response Commission shall appoint a local planning committee for each local planning district that it establishes, as required by the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right To Know Act of 1986, and to the extent possible, shall use an existing local governmental organization as the local planning committee.
     (b) (i) Local government members who do not receive salary, per diem, or expenses from the entity that they represent for their service may receive per diem and expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties at the rates established by the Division of Finance under Sections 63A-3-106 and 63A-3-107.
     (ii) Local government members may decline to receive per diem and expenses for their service.
     (6) Requirements of the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right To Know Act of 1986 pertaining to notification and submission of information are the law of this state, and apply equally to federal agencies, departments, installations, and facilities located in this state, as well as to other facilities that are subject to that act. 
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