18 U.S.C. §2331, et seq.


18 U.S.C. §2331 et seq.(2002)

Terrorism

Sec. 2331. Definitions

As used in this chapter -

(1) the term ''international terrorism'' means activities that -

  (A) involve violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that are a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any State, or that would be a criminal violation if committed  within the jurisdiction of the United States or of any State;

  (B) appear to be intended -

    (i) to intimidate or coerce a civilian population;

    (ii) to influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or

    (iii) to affect the conduct of a government by assassination or kidnapping; and

  (C) occur primarily outside the territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or transcend national boundaries in terms of the means by which they are accomplished, the persons they appear intended to intimidate or coerce, or the locale in which their perpetrators operate or seek asylum;

(2) the term ''national of the United States'' has the meaning given such term in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality Act;

(3) the term ''person'' means any individual or entity capable of holding a legal or beneficial interest in property; and

(4) the term ''act of war'' means any act occurring in the course of -

  (A) declared war;

  (B) armed conflict, whether or not war has been declared, between two or more nations; or

  (C) armed conflict between military forces of any origin.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(3), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4521.)

Amendments

Amended by Pub. L. 107-56, sec. 802(a), 115 Stat. 376.

New note added by Pub. L. 107-197, sec. 101, 116 Stat. 721.

New note added by Pub. L. 107-197, sec. 201, 116 Stat. 724.

References in Text

Section 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, referred to in par.(2), is classified to section 1101(a)(22) of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality.

Prior Provisions
A prior section 2331 was renumbered 2332 of this title.

Effective Date
Section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572 provided that: ''This section(enacting this section and sections 2333 to 2338 of this title, amending former section 2331 of this title, and renumbering former section 2331 of this title as 2332) and the amendments made by this section shall apply to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before the date of enactment of this Act(Oct. 29, 1992).''

Section Referred to in Other Sections
This section is referred to in sections 1028, 1425, 1426, 1427, 1541, 1542, 1543, 1544, 1546, 1547 of this title; title 42 sections 10602, 10603c, 14503.

Sec. 2332. Criminal penalties

(a) Homicide. - Whoever kills a national of the United States, while such national is outside the United States, shall –

(1) if the killing is murder(as defined in section 1111(a)), be fined under this title, punished by death or imprisonment for any term of years or for life, or both;

(2) if the killing is a voluntary manslaughter as defined in section 1112(a) of this title, be fined under this title orimprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and

(3) if the killing is an involuntary manslaughter as defined in section 1112(a) of this title, be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than three years, or both.

(b) Attempt or Conspiracy With Respect to Homicide. – Whoever outside the United States attempts to kill, or engages in a conspiracy to kill, a national of the United States shall -

(1) in the case of an attempt to commit a killing that is a murder as defined in this chapter, be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both; and

(2) in the case of a conspiracy by two or more persons to commit a killing that is a murder as defined in section 1111(a) of this title, if one or more of such persons do any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy, be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both so fined and so imprisoned.

(c) Other Conduct. - Whoever outside the United States engages in physical violence -

(1) with intent to cause serious bodily injury to a national of the United States; or

(2) with the result that serious bodily injury is caused to a national of the United States;

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

(d) Limitation on Prosecution. - No prosecution for any offense described in this section shall be undertaken by the United States except on written certification of the Attorney General or the highest ranking subordinate of the Attorney General with responsibility for criminal prosecutions that, in the judgment of the certifying official, such offense was intended to coerce, intimidate, or retaliate against a government or a civilian population.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 99-399, title XII, Sec. 1202(a), Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 896, Sec. 2331; amended Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132(b), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2250; Pub. L. 102-27, title IV, Sec. 402, Apr. 10, 1991, 105 Stat. 155; Pub. L. 102-136, Sec. 126, Oct. 25, 1991, 105 Stat. 643; renumbered Sec. 2332 and amended Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(1),(2), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4521; Pub. L.103-322, title VI, Sec. 60022, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1980; Pub. L. 104-132, title VII, Sec. 705(a)(6), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1295.)

Amendments
1996 - Subsec.(c). Pub. L. 104-132 substituted ''ten years'' for ''five years'' in concluding provisions.

1994 - Subsec.(a)(1). Pub. L. 103-322 amended par.(1) generally.  Prior to amendment, par.(1) read as follows: ''if the killing is a murder as defined in section 1111(a) of this title, be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both so fined and so imprisoned;''.

1992 - Pub. L. 102-572 renumbered section 2331 of this title as this section, substituted ''Criminal penalties'' for ''Terrorist acts abroad against United States national'' in section catchline, redesignated subsec.(e) as(d), and struck out former subsec.(d)  which read as follows: ''Definition. - As used in this section the term 'national of the United States' has the meaning given such term in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality Act(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22)).''

1991 - Pub. L. 102-27, Sec. 402, as amended by Pub. L. 102-136, Sec. 126, repealed Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132, and amended this section to read as if Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132, had not been enacted, effective as of Nov. 5, 1990, the date of enactment of Pub. L. 101-519. See Codification note preceding this section.

1990 - Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132, which amended this section, was repealed by Pub. L. 102-27, Sec. 402, as amended.  See 1991 Amendment note above.

Effective Date of 1992 Amendment
Amendment by Pub. L. 102-572 applicable to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as an  Effective Date note under section 2331 of this title.

Section Referred to in Other Sections
This section is referred to in sections 1956, 2332b, 2333, 2339A, 3286, 3592 of this title.

Sec. 2332. Criminal penalties

(a) Homicide. - Whoever kills a national of the United States, while such national is outside the United States, shall -

(1) if the killing is murder(as defined in section 1111(a)), be fined under this title, punished by death or imprisonment for any term of years or for life, or both;

(2) if the killing is a voluntary manslaughter as defined in section 1112(a) of this title, be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both; and

(3) if the killing is an involuntary manslaughter as defined in section 1112(a) of this title, be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than three years, or both.

(b) Attempt or Conspiracy With Respect to Homicide. - Whoever outside the United States attempts to kill, or engages in a conspiracy to kill, a national of the United States shall -

(1) in the case of an attempt to commit a killing that is a  murder as defined in this chapter, be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both; and

(2) in the case of a conspiracy by two or more persons to  commit a killing that is a murder as defined in section 1111(a) of this title, if one or more of such persons do any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy, be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both so fined and so imprisoned.

(c) Other Conduct. - Whoever outside the United States engages in physical violence -

(1) with intent to cause serious bodily injury to a national of the United States; or

(2) with the result that serious bodily injury is caused to a national of the United States;shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

(d) Limitation on Prosecution. - No prosecution for any offense described in this section shall be undertaken by the United States except on written certification of the Attorney General or the highest ranking subordinate of the Attorney General with responsibility for criminal prosecutions that, in the judgment of the certifying official, such offense was intended to coerce, intimidate, or retaliate against a government or a civilian population.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 99-399, title XII, Sec. 1202(a), Aug. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 896, Sec. 2331; amended Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132(b), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2250; Pub. L. 102-27, title IV, Sec. 402, Apr. 10, 1991, 105 Stat. 155; Pub. L. 102-136, Sec. 126, Oct. 25, 1991, 105 Stat. 643; renumbered Sec. 2332 and amended Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(1),(2), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4521; Pub. L.103-322, title VI, Sec. 60022, Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1980; Pub. L. 104-132, title VII, Sec. 705(a)(6), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat.1295.)

Amendments

1996 - Subsec.(c). Pub. L. 104-132 substituted ''ten years'' for''five years'' in concluding provisions.

1994 - Subsec.(a)(1). Pub. L. 103-322 amended par.(1) generally.  Prior to amendment, par.(1) read as follows: ''if the killing is a murder as defined in section 1111(a) of this title, be fined under this title or imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or both so fined and so imprisoned;''.

1992 - Pub. L. 102-572 renumbered section 2331 of this title as this section, substituted ''Criminal penalties'' for ''Terrorist acts abroad against United States national'' in section catchline, redesignated subsec.(e) as(d), and struck out former subsec.(d) which read as follows: ''Definition. - As used in this section the term 'national of the United States' has the meaning given such term in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality Act(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22)).''

1991 - Pub. L. 102-27, Sec. 402, as amended by Pub. L. 102-136, Sec. 126, repealed Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132, and amended this section to read as if Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132, had not been enacted, effective as of Nov. 5, 1990, the date of enactment of Pub. L. 101-519. See Codification note preceding this section.
1990 - Pub. L. 101-519, Sec. 132, which amended this section, was repealed by Pub. L. 102-27, Sec. 402, as amended.  See 1991 Amendment note above.

Effective Date of 1992 Amendment
Amendment by Pub. L. 102-572 applicable to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as an Effective Date note under section 2331 of this title.

Section Referred to in Other Sections

This section is referred to in sections 1956, 2332b, 2333, 2339A, 3286, 3592 of this title.

Sec. 2332a. Use of certain weapons of mass destruction

(a) Offense Against a National of the United States or Within the United States. - A person who, without lawful authority, uses,  threatens, or attempts or conspires to use, a weapon of mass

destruction(other than a chemical weapon as that term is defined in section 229F), including any biological agent, toxin, or vector(as those terms are defined in section 178) -

(1) against a national of the United States while such national is outside of the United States;

(2) against any person within the United States, and the results of such use affect interstate or foreign commerce or, in the case of a threat, attempt, or conspiracy, would have affected interstate or foreign commerce; or

(3) against any property that is owned, leased or used by the United States or by any department or agency of the United States, whether the property is within or outside of the United States, shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, and if death results, shall be punished by death or imprisoned for any term of  years or for life.

(b) Offense by National of the United States Outside of the United States. - Any national of the United States who, without lawful authority, uses, or threatens, attempts, or conspires to use, a weapon of mass destruction(other than a chemical weapon(as that term is defined in section 229F)) outside of the United States shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, and if death results, shall be punished by death, or by imprisonment for any term of years or for life.

(c) Definitions. - For purposes of this section –

(1) the term ''national of the United States'' has the meaning   given in section 101(a)(22) of the Immigration and Nationality Act(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(22)); and

(2) the term ''weapon of mass destruction'' means -

  (A) any destructive device as defined in section 921 of this  title;

  (B) any weapon that is designed or intended to cause death or serious bodily injury through the release, dissemination, or impact of toxic or poisonous chemicals, or their precursors;

  (C) any weapon involving a disease organism; or

  (D) any weapon that is designed to release radiation or radioactivity at a level dangerous to human life.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 103-322, title VI, Sec. 60023(a), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1980; amended Pub. L. 104-132, title V, Sec. 511(c), title VII, Sec. 725, Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1284, 1300; Pub. L. 104-294, title VI, Sec. 605(m), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3510; Pub. L. 105-277, div.  I, title II, Sec. 201(b)(1), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-871.)

Amendments
1998 - Pub. L. 105-277, Sec. 201(b)(1)(A), inserted ''certain'' before ''weapons'' in section catchline. Subsec.(a). Pub. L. 105-277, Sec. 201(b)(1)(B), inserted ''(other than a chemical weapon as that term is defined in section 229F)'' after ''weapon of mass destruction'' in introductory provisions. Subsec.(b). Pub. L. 105-277, Sec. 201(b)(1)(C), inserted ''(other than a chemical weapon(as that term is defined in section  229F))'' after ''weapon of mass destruction''.

1996 - Subsec.(a). Pub. L. 104-132, Sec. 511(c), 725(1)(A),(B),  in heading, inserted ''Against a National of the United States or Within the United States'' after ''Offense'', and in introductory provisions, substituted '', without lawful authority, uses, threatens, or attempts'' for ''uses, or attempts'' and inserted '', including any biological agent, toxin, or vector(as those terms are defined in section 178)'' after ''mass destruction''.

Subsec.(a)(2). Pub. L. 104-132, Sec. 725(1)(C), inserted before semicolon at end '', and the results of such use affect interstate or foreign commerce or, in the case of a threat, attempt, or conspiracy, would have affected interstate or foreign commerce''.

Subsec.(b). Pub. L. 104-132, Sec. 725(4), added subsec.(b). Former subsec.(b) redesignated(c). Subsec.(b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 104-132, Sec. 725(2), as amended by Pub. L. 104-294, Sec. 605(m), added subpar.(B) and struck out former subpar.(B) which read as follows: ''poison gas;''.

Subsec.(c). Pub. L. 104-132, Sec. 725(3), redesignated subsec.(b) as(c).

Section Referred to in Other Sections
This section is referred to in sections 842, 1956, 2332b, 2339A, 3286, 3592 of this title; title 22 section 2296c.

Sec. 2332b. Acts of terrorism transcending national boundaries

(a) Prohibited Acts. -

(1) Offenses. - Whoever, involving conduct transcending national boundaries and in a circumstance described in subsection(b) -

  (A) kills, kidnaps, maims, commits an assault resulting in serious bodily injury, or assaults with a dangerous weapon any person within the United States; or

  (B) creates a substantial risk of serious bodily injury to any other person by destroying or damaging any structure, conveyance, or other real or personal property within the United States or by attempting or conspiring to destroy or damage any structure, conveyance, or other real or personal property within the United States;

 in violation of the laws of any State, or the United States, shall be punished as prescribed in subsection(c).

(2) Treatment of threats, attempts and conspiracies. - Whoever threatens to commit an offense under paragraph(1), or attempts or conspires to do so, shall be punished under subsection(c).

(b) Jurisdictional Bases. -

(1) Circumstances. - The circumstances referred to in subsection(a) are -

  (A) the mail or any facility of interstate or foreign commerce is used in furtherance of the offense;

  (B) the offense obstructs, delays, or affects interstate or foreign commerce, or would have so obstructed, delayed, or affected interstate or foreign commerce if the offense had been consummated;

  (C) the victim, or intended victim, is the United States Government, a member of the uniformed services, or any official, officer, employee, or agent of the legislative, executive, or judicial branches, or of any department or agency, of the United States;

  (D) the structure, conveyance, or other real or personal property is, in whole or in part, owned, possessed, or leased  to the United States, or any department or agency of the United States;

  (E) the offense is committed in the territorial sea(including the airspace above and the seabed and subsoil below, and artificial islands and fixed structures erected thereon) of the United States; or

  (F) the offense is committed within the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States.

(2) Co-conspirators and accessories after the fact. -

Jurisdiction shall exist over all principals and co-conspirators of an offense under this section, and accessories after the fact to any offense under this section, if at least one of the circumstances described in subparagraphs(A) through(F) of paragraph(1) is applicable to at least one offender.

(c) Penalties. -

(1) Penalties. - Whoever violates this section shall be  punished -

  (A) for a killing, or if death results to any person from any other conduct prohibited by this section, by death, or by imprisonment for any term of years or for life;

  (B) for kidnapping, by imprisonment for any term of years or for life;

  (C) for maiming, by imprisonment for not more than 35 years;

  (D) for assault with a dangerous weapon or assault resulting in serious bodily injury, by imprisonment for not more than 30 years;

  (E) for destroying or damaging any structure, conveyance, or other real or personal property, by imprisonment for not more   than 25 years;

  (F) for attempting or conspiring to commit an offense, for any term of years up to the maximum punishment that would have applied had the offense been completed; and

  (G) for threatening to commit an offense under this section, by imprisonment for not more than 10 years.

(2) Consecutive sentence. - Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the court shall not place on probation any person convicted of a violation of this section; nor shall the term of imprisonment imposed under this section run concurrently with any other term of imprisonment.

(d) Proof Requirements. - The following shall apply to prosecutions under this section:

(1) Knowledge. - The prosecution is not required to prove knowledge by any defendant of a jurisdictional base alleged in the indictment.

(2) State law. - In a prosecution under this section that is based upon the adoption of State law, only the elements of then offense under State law, and not any provisions pertaining to criminal procedure or evidence, are adopted.

(e) Extraterritorial Jurisdiction. - There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction -

(1) over any offense under subsection(a), including any threat, attempt, or conspiracy to commit such offense; and

(2) over conduct which, under section 3, renders any person an accessory after the fact to an offense under subsection(a).

(f) Investigative Authority. - In addition to any other investigative authority with respect to violations of this title, the Attorney General shall have primary investigative responsibility for all Federal crimes of terrorism, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall assist the Attorney General at the request of the Attorney General. Nothing in this section shall be construed to interfere with the authority of the United States Secret Service under section 3056.

(g) Definitions. - As used in this section -

(1) the term ''conduct transcending national boundaries'' means conduct occurring outside of the United States in addition to the conduct occurring in the United States;

(2) the term ''facility of interstate or foreign commerce'' has the meaning given that term in section 1958(b)(2);

(3) the term ''serious bodily injury'' has the meaning given that term in section 1365(g)(3);

(4) the term ''territorial sea of the United States'' means all waters extending seaward to 12 nautical miles from the baselines of the United States, determined in accordance with interrnational law; and

(5) the term ''Federal crime of terrorism'' means an offense that -

  (A) is calculated to influence or affect the conduct of government by intimidation or coercion, or to retaliate against government conduct; and

  (B) is a violation of -

(i) section 32(relating to destruction of aircraft or aircraft facilities), 37(relating to violence at international airports), 81(relating to arson within special maritime and territorial jurisdiction), 175(relating to biological weapons), 351(relating to congressional, cabinet, and Supreme Court assassination, kidnapping, and assault),  831(relating to nuclear materials), 842(m) or(n)(relating to plastic explosives), 844(e)(relating to certain bombings), 844(f) or(i)(relating to arson and bombing of certain property), 930(c), 956(relating to conspiracy to  injure property of a foreign government), 1114(relating to protection of officers and employees of the United States), 1116(relating to murder or manslaughter of foreign officials, official guests, or internationally protected persons), 1203(relating to hostage taking), 1361(relating to injury of Government property or contracts), 1362(relating to destruction of communication lines, stations, or systems), 1363(relating to injury to buildings or property within special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States), 1366(relating to destruction of an energy facility), 1751(relating to Presidential and Presidential staff assassination, kidnapping, and assault), 1992, 2152(relating to injury of fortifications, harbor defenses, or defensive sea areas), 2155(relating to destruction of national defense materials, premises, or utilities), 2156(relating to production of defective national defense materials, premises, or utilities), 2280(relating to violence against maritime navigation), 2281(relating to violence against maritime fixed platforms), 2332(relating to certain homicides and other violence against United States nationals occurring outside of the United States), 2332a(relating to use of weapons of mass destruction), 2332b(relating to acts of terrorism transcending national boundaries), 2332c,(FOOTNOTE 1) 2339A(relating to providing material support to terrorists), 2339B(relating to providing material support to terrorist organizations), or 2340A(relating to torture);

(FOOTNOTE 1) See References in Text note below.

(ii) section 236(relating to sabotage of nuclear facilities or fuel) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954(42 U.S.C. 2284); or

(iii) section 46502(relating to aircraft piracy) or section 60123(b)(relating to destruction of interstate gas or hazardous liquid pipeline facility) of title 49.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 104-132, title VII, Sec. 702(a), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1291; amended Pub. L. 104-294, title VI, Sec. 601(s)(1),(3), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3502.)

References in Text
Section 2332c of this title, referred to in subsec.(g)(5)(B)(i), was repealed by Pub. L. 105-277, div.  I, title II, Sec. 201(c)(1), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-871.

Amendments
1996 - Subsec.(b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 104-294, Sec. 601(s)(1), struck out ''any of the offenders uses'' before ''the mail or any facility'' and inserted ''is used'' after ''foreign commerce''.

Subsec.(g)(5)(B)(i). Pub. L. 104-294, Sec. 601(s)(3), inserted ''930(c),'' before ''956(relating to conspiracy to injure property of a foreign government)'', ''1992,'' before ''2152(relating to injury of fortifications, harbor defenses, or defensive sea areas)'', and ''2332c,'' before ''2339A(relating to providing material support to terrorists)''.

Territorial Sea of the United States
For extension of territorial sea of United States, see Proc. No. 5928, set out as a note under section 1331 of Title 43, Public  Lands.

Section Referred to in Other Sections
This section is referred to in sections 1956, 2339A, 3142, 3286 of this title.

(Sec. 2332c. Repealed. Pub. L. 105-277, div.  I, title II, Sec. 201(c)(1), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-871)

Section, added Pub. L. 104-132, title V, Sec. 521(a), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1286, related to use of chemical weapons.

 Section 2332d. Financial transactions

(a) Offense. - Except as provided in regulations issued by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of State, whoever, being a United States person, knowing or having reasonable cause to know that a country is designated under section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act(50 U.S.C. App. 2405) as a country supporting international terrorism, engages in a financial transaction with the government of that country, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for not more than 10 years, or both.

(b) Definitions. - As used in this section -

(1) the term ''financial transaction'' has the same meaning as in section 1956(c)(4); and

(2) the term ''United States person'' means any -

  (A) United States citizen or national;

  (B) permanent resident alien;

  (C) juridical person organized under the laws of the United States; or

  (D) any person in the United States.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 104-132, title III, Sec. 321(a), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1254.)

Codification
Another section 2332d was renumbered section 2332e of this title.

Effective Date
Section 321(c) of Pub. L. 104-132 provided that: ''The amendments made by this section(enacting this section) shall become effective 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act(Apr. 24, 1996).''

Sec. 2332e. Requests for military assistance to enforce prohibition  in certain emergencies
The Attorney General may request the Secretary of Defense to provide assistance under section 382 of title 10 in support of Department of Justice activities relating to the enforcement of section 2332c(FOOTNOTE 1) of this title during an emergency situation involving a chemical weapon of mass destruction.  The authority to make such a request may be exercised by another official of the Department of Justice in accordance with section 382(f)(2) of title 10.

(FOOTNOTE 1) See References in Text note below.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 104-201, title XIV, Sec. 1416(c)(2)(A), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2723, Sec. 2332d; renumbered Sec. 2332e, Pub. L. 104-294, title VI, Sec. 605(q), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3510.)

References in Text
Section 2332c of this title, referred to in text, was repealed by Pub. L. 105-277, div.  I, title II, Sec. 201(c)(1), Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-871.
Codification

Pub. L. 104-201, Sec. 1416(c)(2)(A), which directed amendment of the chapter 133B of this title that relates to terrorism by adding this section, was executed by adding this section to this chapter to reflect the probable intent of Congress. This title does not contain a chapter 133B.

Amendments
1996 - Pub. L. 104-294 renumbered section 2332d of this title, relating to requests for military assistance to enforce prohibition in certain emergencies, as this section.

Sec. 2333. Civil remedies

(a) Action and Jurisdiction. - Any national of the United States injured in his or her person, property, or business by reason of an act of international terrorism, or his or her estate, survivors, or heirs, may sue therefor in any appropriate district court of the United States and shall recover threefold the damages he or she sustains and the cost of the suit, including attorney's fees.

(b) Estoppel Under United States Law. - A final judgment or decree rendered in favor of the United States in any criminal proceeding under section 1116, 1201, 1203, or 2332 of this title or section 46314, 46502, 46505, or 46506 of title 49 shall estop the defendant from denying the essential allegations of the criminal offense in any subsequent civil proceeding under this section.

(c) Estoppel Under Foreign Law. - A final judgment or decree rendered in favor of any foreign state in any criminal proceeding shall, to the extent that such judgment or decree may be accorded full faith and credit under the law of the United States, estop the defendant from denying the essential allegations of the criminal offense in any subsequent civil proceeding under this section.

Source
(Added Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(4), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4522; amended Pub. L. 103-429, Sec. 2(1), Oct. 31, 1994,108 Stat. 4377.)

Amendments
1994 - Subsec.(b). Pub. L. 103-429 substituted ''section 46314, 46502, 46505, or 46506 of title 49'' for ''section 902(i),(k),(l),(n), or(r) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958(49 U.S.C. App. 1472(i),(k),(l),(n), or(r))''.

Effective Date
Section applicable to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as a note under section 2331 of this title.

Section Referred to in Other Sections
This section is referred to in sections 2334, 2335, 2336, 2337 of this title.

Sec. 2333. Civil remedies 

 (a) Action and Jurisdiction. - Any national of the United States injured in his or her person, property, or business by reason of an act of international terrorism, or his or her estate, survivors, or heirs, may sue therefor in any appropriate district court of the United States and shall recover threefold the damages he or she sustains and the cost of the suit, including attorney's fees. 

(b) Estoppel Under United States Law. - A final judgment or decree rendered in favor of the United States in any criminal proceeding under section 1116, 1201, 1203, or 2332 of this title or section 46314, 46502, 46505, or 46506 of title 49 shall estop the defendant from denying the essential allegations of the criminal offense in any subsequent civil proceeding under this section. 

(c) Estoppel Under Foreign Law. - A final judgment or decree rendered in favor of any foreign state in any criminal proceeding shall, to the extent that such judgment or decree may be accorded full faith and credit under the law of the United States, estop the  defendant from denying the essential allegations of the criminal  offense in any subsequent civil proceeding under this section. 

-SOURCE-  (Added Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(4), Oct. 29, 1992,  106 Stat. 4522; amended Pub. L. 103-429, Sec. 2(1), Oct. 31, 1994,  108 Stat. 4377.) 

 AMENDMENTS  1994 - Subsec.(b). Pub. L. 103-429 substituted ''section 46314,  46502, 46505, or 46506 of title 49'' for ''section 902(i),(k),  (l),(n), or(r) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958(49 U.S.C.  App. 1472(i),(k),(l),(n), or(r))''.  EFFECTIVE DATE  Section applicable to any pending case or any cause of action  arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section  1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as a note under section 2331 of  this title. 

 SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS  This section is referred to in sections 2334, 2335, 2336, 2337 of  this title. 

Sec. 2334. Jurisdiction and venue 

 (a) General Venue. - Any civil action under section 2333 of this title against any person may be instituted in the district court of the United States for any district where any plaintiff resides or where any defendant resides or is served, or has an agent. Process in such a civil action may be served in any district where the defendant resides, is found, or has an agent.  

(b) Special Maritime or Territorial Jurisdiction. - If the actions giving rise to the claim occurred within the special  maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States, as defined in section 7 of this title, then any civil action under  section 2333 of this title against any person may be instituted in the district court of the United States for any district in which any plaintiff resides or the defendant resides, is served, or has an agent.  

(c) Service on Witnesses. - A witness in a civil action brought under section 2333 of this title may be served in any other district where the defendant resides, is found, or has an agent.  

(d) Convenience of the Forum. - The district court shall not dismiss any action brought under section 2333 of this title on the grounds of the inconvenience or inappropriateness of the forum chosen, unless – 

 (1) the action may be maintained in a foreign court that has jurisdiction over the subject matter and over all the defendants; 

(2) that foreign court is significantly more convenient and appropriate; and  (3) that foreign court offers a remedy which is substantially the same as the one available in the courts of the United States. 

Source

(Added Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(4), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4522.) 

Effective Date

Section applicable to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as a note under section 2331 of this title. 

Sec. 2335. Limitation of actions 

 (a) In General. - Subject to subsection(b), a suit for recovery of damages under section 2333 of this title shall not be maintained unless commenced within 4 years after the date the cause of action accrued. 

(b) Calculation of Period. - The time of the absence of the defendant from the United States or from any jurisdiction in which the same or a similar action arising from the same facts may be maintained by the plaintiff, or of any concealment of the defendant's whereabouts, shall not be included in the 4-year period set forth in subsection(a). 

Source

(Added Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(4), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4523.) 

Effective Date  Section applicable to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as a note under section 2331 of this title. 

Sec. 2336. Other limitations 

 (a) Acts of War. - No action shall be maintained under section 2333 of this title for injury or loss by reason of an act of war.
(b) Limitation on Discovery. - If a party to an action under section 2333 seeks to discover the investigative files of the Department of Justice, the Assistant Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, or Attorney General may object on the ground that compliance will interfere with a criminal investigation or prosecution of the incident, or a national security operation related to the incident, which is the subject of the civil litigation. The court shall evaluate any such objections in camera and shall stay the discovery if the court finds that granting the discovery request will substantially interfere with a criminal investigation or prosecution of the incident or a national security operation related to the incident. The court shall consider the likelihood of criminal prosecution by the Government and other factors it deems to be appropriate. A stay of discovery under this subsection shall constitute a bar to the granting of a motion to dismiss under rules 12(b)(6) and 56 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. If the court grants a stay of discovery under this subsection, it may stay the action in the interests of justice.  

(c) Stay of Action for Civil Remedies. –

(1) The Attorney General may intervene in any civil action brought under section 2333 for the purpose of seeking a stay of the civil action. A stay shall be granted if the court finds that the continuation of the civil action will substantially interfere with a criminal prosecution which involves the same subject matter and in which an indictment has been returned, or interfere with national security operations related to the terrorist incident that is the subject of the civil action. A stay may be granted for up to 6 months. The Attorney General may petition the court for an extension of the stay for additional 6-month periods until the criminal prosecution is completed or dismissed.  

(2) In a proceeding under this subsection, the Attorney General may request that any order issued by the court for release to the parties and the public omit any reference to the basis on which the stay was sought. 

Source-

(Added Pub. L. 102-572, title X, Sec. 1003(a)(4), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4523.) 

 References In Text 
 The Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, referred to in subsec.(b), are set out in the Appendix to Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

 Effective Date  
Section applicable to any pending case or any cause of action arising on or after 4 years before Oct. 29, 1992, see section 1003(c) of Pub. L. 102-572, set out as a note under section 2331 of this title.


UPDATE
Pub. L. 107-197

Sec. 101, added new note to 18 U.S.C. §2331

Sec. . 201, added new note to 18 U.S.C. §2331

Amended by Pub. L. 107-197, sec. 301(b), 116 Stat. 728.

New section added or section amended generally by Pub. L. 107-197, sec. 102(a), 116 Stat. 721. 

New note added by Pub. L. 107-197, sec. 102(c), 116 Stat 724.

New note added by Pub. L. 107-197, sec. 103, 116 Stat. 724.Pub. L. 107-188

Pub. L. 107-188
Amended by Pub. L. 107-188, sec. 231(d), 116 Stat. 661.
Pub. L. 107-273

Amended by Pub. L. 107-273
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